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WF_- saw A lon-wheslbase E3 3-litre to' drive (e and | guess it started from
abandaonad the other day. Metallic there," he says: Yes, hut surely yourd
have a mce B3 1o take 1o shows and
ing at all, but the st was hanging ¢ cruse about in, Bul rackng the thing?
and it had a flat tyre, What an earth for? After all, it's big and
it’s. & real shame to see a rare car lke quite heavy and it must be like racing an
that simply dumped, but in reality what old Ford Granada:
can you do with an old E37 Banger racing Olaf had ahways wanted to g0 racing
seens a hit harsh and cveryday use could and his setf-employment in the workd of
prpenshed, but if the hodyshell is fitted kitchons and central heating was
sound then there's one thing you can defi- anough o pay for itall. The donor car
nitefy do: you can race it. We shouwld know, was a 2500 manual from about 1973,
because we've just met somoebody who doe with just one owner from new and
exactly that. B5 000 km, which works out ta
Obal Meyer is from near Dortmaind in around 52,000 miles.
Germany ard he's really into his E3s. But It was in excetient condition and, &5
why? “When | was growing up, my Dad used Olal admits shghtly shamefacedly,

An unlikely choice for a
racer, the big E3 saloon can
still take home the silver.
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wiis teally too good to race. But iU's too late
for regrets now,

Before the car was sent-away and race-
prepared, Olaf did an event with the minimum
of safety mods required by the FIA. Apart
from that, he-raced it as a standard 150 bhp
BMW 2500 and came a resounding last.
"That was my first race at Zokder in 1992 and
although | came ia=t it was fun,” Dlall recalls,

For the 2000 season though, the car was
really HEoing to need some pretly senous

sorting and preparation i Olalf was going ta
stand any kind of chance at all.

Although BMW never rsoed the E3 sen-
ously like it did with the CSL 'Batmobile®, the
g obd barga does have some racing history
behind it. o 1973 and 1974, BMW
Concessionaires Great Britain ran.a couple
of 3.051 cars for Roger Bell and Tony
Lanfranchi. They were prepared for BMW by
Mathwall Engineering, but nobody seems 19
krow a lot about them or the best results:

As far as we know, the Siwas raced up untl
about 18977, which i= when the first E23
T-Series appeared and absolutely nobody
wias prepared to race that,

For the full race preparation job, Olaf
toch the carto Roll and Flaus Hendrischke,
who trade as R K Restauration Kiassicter
Automobile. They operate from a small town
cathod Peitz which = on the east side of
Berin and which until 1985 was way
bethvind the Iron Curtain. The brothers =
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it’s easier to get more power from the carburettor
engines than the early Bosch D-Jetronic injection




Perhaps it's just as wall that Haf didn’t go for tha
long-wiheokbass varsion of the beg old E3 saloan

Bebow, The ssual FIA salety mods have bean
neatly integrated info the car's onginal dash,

Above Even (Hal drew the Ting at modem carbon
fibre racing mirmoees, so the chrome stays put.

Below. Roll cage was custem-made far the car. Retaimng the original mstrument cluster with its
mechanically driven speadometer dictated the use ot an E12 M535i gaarbox,
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BMWW M30 wilh hwin 35/48 Zenith Sok INAT caste, '
! standard air hox, palished cylindar hoad parks, halanced

P rciprocating pans, batae manifcld, fre-Bow exhaust with
e catalyst Mar powes over 180 bhy

Getrag ‘dog-deq chose-ratio (ve-speed gearbox and 3.07:1
rakin fimited slip diff from E12 MG635I

THMW

fy (3 Iy
Stantard 2500 suspenshan wills Biistein ‘pellow’ g
dampers, 10 sprngs and sofi-rolk bars

BERAKES
Standard 3.05 brakes, 10.7 Inch vomied tiscs from and rear
with four piston front calipers and twin pision fived rear
callipers. Ferndo brake pads frond and rear

=
WHEELS & TYRES .
Alpina T¥16 inch alloys with Michelin Faat 20555 tyres

BODY
Orignad, unrestared BMW 2500 shell. full FIR cage with
door birs. bampers remaved, bonnet ping and bantlid
rabber hoeks

INTERIOR
Standand #5000 with Spancn saat and DMF sieering whesl
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Hamdling uprates are basic but effuctive: 3.0 51
anti-roll bars and springs plus Bilstein dampers.

Hendrischke rebuilt Olafs E3 for the ADAC
histaric Youngtimer Trophy, which i5a pretty
popular sones in Gasmany.,

To start with though, the first thing to hit
the skip was the wanderful low-mileage
2500 engine — well, It didn't get chucked
awiry because anything that good stll has &
value, but a 2500 |s always going 1o be at a
huge disadvanmage compared o a 3-lithe.
Theraiore, R K Duilt o néw 3-litee carburettorn
url with polished ports but-a standard
camshaft and standard 3540 INAT
Zenith carbs.

“Why a carburetted englne and ol fusl
injected?” | ashed them. The answer |5 that
it's eazier to get more power from the car-
burettor engines than with the sarly Bosch
D-letronic injection system.

Like the ADAC rally sanes, the
Youngtimer Trophy race cars nesd
ta have a catalyst — thair bit of
grovelling to the greener parts of German
governmant, Apparently, the dergstricted
Autobahns are fime bul 8 race car used
maybe 20 times 8 year nesds (o have a
cloan exhauwst.



Let me tell you about German motor-
wiys, by the way, Sometimes theyre just
horrible. In places there isstill absolutely no
spead imit and on a previous trip | was
crising gt 130 mph in a new 520§ hire car
and sull hawing these madmen finng past
me at L30-plus, Thisas all very well untd you
really have to stop and then you see the
mast awful accidents, Speed fimit? Oh no,
we'll compromise — make all racing. cars
hawe a catalyst. And you thought our govern-
ment was on another planet..,

The alight power sap caused by having a
catalyst — if there is a powss drop at allf —
15 compensated for by replacing the old iron
manifold and standard exhaust with a fubu-
lear freo-fow system.

Even with-a catalyst, powet is rated 3t
over 190 bhp and sat behind this engine is
a 'dog leg’ close-ratlo five-spood gearbox
taken from an E12 MS535i1. This was chosen
becaugss the okd E12 had a mechanicalby-dr
ven spesdometer which ran from the gear-
box, while-later E28 cars had the electronic

speodamater so the gearbdx is unsultabile.

This:pearbox fits perfactly hecausa the
Ed-and the E12 were 50 similar under the
skin and for that very reasan, the 3.07:1
ratio limited-slip differential from that
same E12 M535 pops: straight in an the
E3 mountings.

When it came to suspension, no E3 was
ever made with the yellow, thick-tube
Bilstein dampers and getling some made up
would be pricey. But once again, the E12
had an almost identical front suspanson
strut and yes, the dampoers from an MS358
will g straight in.

Aot of the new parts involved came from
classic MW parts spacialists Walloth &
Mesch, which we featured bachk in the
February 2002 issue, and the Bilsteine were
nao exception. ADAC rulés mean that the
springa have 1o remain standard and for
this, 3.05i eprings are just about good
enodgh, Sure, the car rolls but with a decent
set of shocks half the battle s won. 3.0 51
anti-roll bars are fitted but this is permitted.

Standard brakes are also mandatory,
which is nobad thing as they have four-pis-
ton callipers on the front and vented discs-
all round as standard — well, the 3-litre did.
As it came to Glaf, this car sill had the
standard 2500 sofid discs; 5o new 3-litre
callipers and discs had to be fitted front
arvl rear.

The left-hand-drive cars such as this
also have a conventional combined
master cylinder and seno arrangemeant,
and not the rather nasty twin-servo setup
which blighted the RHD cars. The only
mizdification made (or allowed) 15 1he Tithing

of betier brake pads — Ferodo, In
this instance.

Apar from a blue and white paint job and
leaving the bumpers off, the body on this
car is pratty much standard. & pair of bon
it pins s all that's reguired. as well as nib
ber boot spollers. Back in the ' 70z Bell and
Lanfranchl raced on standard 14 inch steels
with tha hubtieaps removed, but Olaf wants a
bit more grig than that and under each arch
£its a genuine Alpina Tx16 alloy completa
with a Michelin 205/55 tyre.

Insidie, check out the (expenshe) custom
myadhe roll cage with full door bars, the
Sparco-seats and the OMP . steenng wheel

all: serious stuff.

But how miech did the car cost to pre-
pare, and what success has Oiaf had with
it? “The car cost about 20,000 euros |about
£12.000] to buy and prepare,” reckons Olal.
As for results, the 500 km race at the 2000
Kurhurging Nordschieife produced a first
overall in Group 1 and there were two more
victories: in the 500 km and 250 km races.

Over the last three years of mcing, Olaf's
car has bean raally rellable. but on the day
of the shoot the three-year-old enging was
beginming to sound 8 bit urwell. Evenoso, the
rest of the car has haeid up perdectly and
whibe | still think it was a pity to use such an
original car for racing, nothing lasts forever. ()
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